
Memo For

OFFICE OF THE SECRETAPX OF DEFENSE

2 December 1975

N
BOB EL[SWORTH

Bah:,

Attached is a cop" of the proposed Restricted

Session for NATO w your oïice rvided nìe.
Also attached is a substantially revised and
in fact different piece on the saíne subject.
I 'ct appreci ate i t i f you woui d do thezfoi wi ng:

1 Make sure that the el ements i n your
proposed statement are contained in the
revised draft'.

To the extent that we can enumerate
any specifics under the priorities that
have the hi gher priority as well as passi bly
one or two tht rra des i rabi e hut haia a

lower pri ori ty J thin k the we«Ï d strengthEn

the stat:ernent.

Is there anything that we could be saying
about Spain, or Poriuqal or Greece. or
]'urkey or lcd and that, would he cons tructi

Is there ai'thi ng by way of nei ini ti aiti ves
or thrusts that we particularly want to be
menti oni ng i n this staterent?
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5. Are there aiy probi en reas that we
want to try to di sabu;e t of ti r
worries?

Finally, I d like you to ut your personal
attenti on on thi s today or tomorrow so
that I can have a rease:ly çjood draft
by Thursday. i assume tt you: will have
talked with State to t extent that is
desirahle» or necessary

uks,



PROPOSED STATEMENT
(Restriced s0ioT)

Thank you, Mr Cha i rrrian

wou!d like to touch briefly ori tour points.

The first is the continuity of US policy on NATO,

dmeital to US fore î qn po i-i-cy t. has been suppe

tkm by al Secrete rîes of Defense end St.ate

Iires.ent edmini stration. Thî sunp'ct wi I l conti

.(S í

NATO defense is fun

cd by n I I adru! rii stra

part icularly by the

U iaintain

and improve our forces ir Europe arid will rot rcJjcc: them un htera i ly,

The second point dea î s with the. NATD TRIAD of s t 'cg! n nuclear forces .

theater nuclear capability, arid conventional for..:., All three elements

are essential, and we shall do our part in cil th::e. However, it is the--

conventional arm that needs the greatest nprover:-t though some rnoderni-

:ation of' the ftTO thnter nuclear cap.abi ity U; niai The. need for

'Air)rovcment ¡ n ecinvent: i oria I capib t I ¡ ty i s uniSe rl 'y the steady rate

of improvement î n We rsa'.i Pact forces ; thi s need i.' rot reduced by econond.c

conslderatiorisor soeT demands.

My thi rd. point is related to the defense of tht. f c-rn Region

of the Southern Reg ¡on net Ions can rruiit a succe- I defense ei

should any one. of the. Southern Begion nations feH compel led to

long ¿s i t reina ins a fui 1 nirnber of' the Al li ence NAIO defense

Ho one

OrL1, ncr.

do so as

in the

Southern Region should reflect ari effective utiii2ation of the defense

forces of Southern Region countries working toqe(J er', with reinforcements

as available from other NATO countries. But the one essential factor i r)

achieving this is political cohesion, and here the situation is far from

satisfactory, both in the arca of working together within the Region and
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In the area of facflitatiny the operation of reinforcement: forces, whether

In peacetime or n emergency.

The chahging conditions in S Jrnay permit some improvement ¡r Southern

teion defense capabilities. lt may be too early for a formal relation-

ship, but urc my coi I eacjues of the Southe in ke ¡on to seek ways and

means of encouraging closer cooperation wi th Spa i n în the defense of the

liecii terranean area.

Iy final point ¡s that the United States intends to maintain a defense seconf

to none. This is the stated aim of President Fords as it is mine. We ane

workinq with Congressional leaders on adequte legilat7ve support for our

ecssary defense effort. At the same time; we must prove to the Pncricn-

people that there s no waste i n our defense prog UE3P1.

ïitank you Mr Chai r-man.


